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Campus police
discuss shooting
threat protocols
BY CARLY MATHEWS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Tragedies at Columbine, Virginia
Tech and, more recently, Umpqua
Community College in Oregon have
caused an increase in crisis prevention
plans at schools in the United States.
According to Lisa Leff and Ryan J.
Foley of the Associated Press, the AP
examined the policies of public colleges and universities in more than 40
states after the Umpqua Community
College shooting.
Leff and Foley noted that at institutions such as Colorado School of
Mines in Golden, Colorado, and Arkansas State University in Jonesboro,
Arkansas, training on how to respond
to an armed intruder has become
part of student orientation and is addressed similarly to alcohol abuse.
The AP review also found most
schools have set up alert systems
that use “text messages, social media
or technology that can remotely take
over computers tied to campus servers.”
Blair Thompson, associate professor, has found through his research
in school crisis prevention that the
mindset of “it’s not going to happen at
my school” is still an issue in planning
for these disasters.
“Schools have gotten better prepared for this, but they’re still not well
prepared,” Thompson said. “Unfortunately, some take the stance on it as
‘we’re not going to be able to prepare
for this, so why should we put our resources towards it.’”
Some of the major issues that are
consistently unplanned for include
the distribution of information, the
impact of social media and dealing
with the aftermath of these situations.
In addition to the issues schools
face during the actual threat, the lack
of funding and research also creates
problems for schools attempting to
make prevention plans.
At WKU, multiple plans are in place

SEE THREATS PAGE A2

A construction crew works on new additions to Florence Schneider Hall on Wednesday. Plans include extending two wings
and the front entrance, as well as interior renovations for additional living and learning space in the math and science-focused pre-college boarding school. LEANORA BENKATO/HERALD

SMARt House

Gatton Academy construction progresses

BY ALYSE YOUNG
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Construction is under way on the
Florence Schneider Hall $10 million,
donor-funded renovation and expansion. The building houses students of
the Gatton Academy.
Chief Facilities Officer Bryan Russell
said the expansion will benefit high
school education in Kentucky.

“I think it’s an awesome opportunity
for the students of Kentucky,” Russell
said. “The expansion is a positive statement for a state that is often seen as not
having a good education system.”
Russell said the ability to grow the
student population at Gatton is important and was made possible by the
building renovation and expansion.
“I think it’s phenomenal … to have
such a brilliant pool of students all in

one place,” Russell said.
Three additions are being made to
the existing building. These will increase the academy’s capacity by 80
students, bringing it from 120 students in fall 2015 to 200 in fall 2016.
Funds for the project came from donors such as Sue and Brown Badgett,
Ben and Janine Cundiff, the J. Rogers
Badgett Sr. Foundation, Mike and Julie

SEE GATTON PAGE A2

‘Dub the Pub’ competition draws closer to end
BY MARCEL MAYO & CARLY
MATHEWS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The pub in Garrett Conference Center is expected to open for the spring
semester, and the Student Government Association has a hand in naming it.
The naming competition, "Dub the
Pub," hosted by SGA will be coming to
a close within the next few days.
The competition will close on Tuesday, Oct. 20. Following the competition’s closing, SGA will choose from a
pool of five to seven names.
Gary Meszaros, the assistant vice
president of Business and Auxiliary
Services, said the pub will serve alcohol to those over the age of 21. Food
and value meals such as burgers, fries,
sandwiches and wraps will also be offered to students.
Meszaros said he and others who are
in charge of the pub’s design and planning hope the space will also serve as a
multipurpose venue for students. The
bar and restaurant will be open during
the day for lunch and dinner; they will
also be available for students to rent at
night for access to the dance floor and
bar.

ARTIST RENDERING PROVIDED BY AUXILIARY SERVICES
Meszaros said having a pub on campus will hopefully help students 21 and
over stay safe while drinking.
“This is going to be different from
Hilligan’s; it’s not going to be a place
where you can go and get crazy. It’s going to be more controlled and [a] safer
option for those students that are over

21 and live on or near campus,” he
said.
SGA’s “Dub the Pub” competition has
received over 50 possible names.
SGA Public Relations Director Sawyer Coffey hopes to receive over 100
names by the end of the competition.
Coffey said the competition has been

succeeding gracefully.
“I’ve released some of the sneakpeeks of the layout of what the pub
is going to look like,” Coffey said. “It’s
an incentive for students to compete.”
Coffey said she waited until after
the competition started and received
some responses to put a picture out to
the public.
Students may access the competition
through a link on SGA’s Web page and
submit their suggested name via Survey Monkey.
Students who wish to enter the competition must enter their name, WKU
email and proposed name for the pub
into the survey.
Some top contenders include “Spirit
Masters,” “Tops for Hops” and the
“Hilltopper Tavern.”
Once the competition is over, Coffey
said SGA will decide on the best collection of names they think they could
make into a poll for students to choose
from.
The poll will then go back out to students for them to choose the best three
names.
From these options, SGA will have
the final decision in deciding the appropriate name for the new pub.
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Location for a multicultural center in the works
BY MARCEL MAYO

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
A house on Normal Street
next to the Alpha Omicron Pi
house may be the ideal spot
for a multicultural center.
President Gary Ransdell said
he has offered the house to the
Office of Diversity and Inclusion for the creation of a black
cultural center.
“I told them we would take
it off the market until Oct. 16,”
Ransdell said.
However, there are some
unresolved issues on whether
there should be an AfricanAmerican cultural center or a
multicultural center.
“I’m going to invite the
heads of all our African-

American organizations on
campus to dinner and see
what our African-American
community seeks,” Ransdell
said. “We can only have so
many centers.”
The idea of an African-American cultural center started a
few years ago when a group
of students were doing a research project for Saundra Ardrey, associate professor and
department head of political
science.
“In May 2013, 13 students
in Project Freedom School
course met with and submitted their proposal to Dr. Ransdell, Howard Bailey and Dr.
Richard Miller,” said Ardrey.
The
original
proposal
named the center the Munday-Jones Cultural Center

and located it in the International House.
“Last year, Dr. Miller asked
that I consider changing the
proposal to a multicultural
center,” said Ardrey.
Ardrey also said the multicultural center would encourage academic excellence,
support recruitment and retention efforts and provide
student services, community
development and cultural enhancement.
“A cultural center is needed
on this campus. We have letters of support from the WKU
Black Alumni Association,
HOLAS and a Resolution of
Support from SGA,” said Ardrey.
Vice Provost and Chief Diversity Officer Richard Miller said

due to WKU’s diverse campus,
there are a variety of opinions
on whether WKU should have
a multicultural center or a
black cultural center.
“The focus is on what are the
best needs of our students,”
Miller said. “My personal preference is a cultural center.”
Miller said he expects the
cultural center to include a
place to study, a lounge, conference rooms, seminar areas
where students can congregate with faculty and maybe a
computer area.
“We want students to feel
comfortable,” Miller said.
Miller also hopes to receive
some funding from alumni,
friends and any minority
groups or organizations that
are willing to help out.

Miller also said they are
weighing their options on
where the location should
be.
“We’re exploring that [Normal Street location] as an option. It’s very gratuitous for the
president to make that offer,”
Miller said.
Denver graduate student Elicia Tillis said she feels WKU’s
campus is itself like a multicultural center, but she feels a
black cultural center is needed.
“A lot of the budget cuts over
the past years has cut a lot of
the programs that were benefiting the minority students
— mainly the black students,”
said Tillis. “With a black cultural center, we can have those
resources.”

SGA discusses smoke-free phase out plan

BY MARCEL MAYO

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The three-year phase-out to make
campus smoke-free is set to begin in
the upcoming spring semester.
During the Student Government Association meeting on Tuesday, President Jay Todd Richey said the phaseout will begin in the spring semester
with the placement of temporary designated smoking areas. Students, faculty and staff will be required to use
these designated smoking areas.
“There will be 12 temporary smoking shelters,” Richey said. “The ban is
going to include tobacco and [e-cigarettes].”
After some debate, the university
senate passed Resolution 4-15-F, Resolution to Co-Sponsor the Hispanic

THREATS

Continued from FRONT
to protect students against any kind of
threat that may be made.
Campus police rely heavily on the
WKU alert messaging system as a
way to put out detailed information
regarding a threat in as little time as
possible.
Though this system has disadvantages, including minor lag time between when officers are dispatched
to when information is conveyed to

GATTON

Continued from FRONT

Muscarella, Daksha and Prabodh Mehta and Bill and Sue Hamilton.
The building is expected to be completed before next fall. The two existing
wings of the building, as well as its front
entrance, will be extended towards the
Avenue of Champions. This expansion
occurs with additional inner renovations that will accommodate the influx
of students. The inner expansion will
include an increased number of bedrooms as well as a multipurpose room
that will accommodate the 200-student capacity.
The building exterior will be made
out of Indiana Limestone, and will
come from the same quarry limestone
used for Van Meter Hall and the Chandler Memorial Chapel, said Frank Ira,
general manager at Evans Limestone
Company.
Ira’s family has been in the Indiana
limestone business for five generations. Ira said the material is so popular
because of its durability.
“They [Gatton] know that they’re going to get a quality product...a lot of
buildings are over 100 years old,” Ira

Heritage Festival and “I Am a Kentuckian,” with a 19-4 vote.
During the debate, Campus Improvements Committee Chairman
Zach Jones said he wasn’t completely
comfortable with approving the resolution.
Jones said he feels like SGA is being
rushed to vote on co-sponsoring the “I
Am a Kentuckian” event on Oct. 27.
“My biggest concern is [that] the second event is Oct. 27,” Jones said. “We
still have time to be thinking about that
one.”
Jones said co-sponsoring an event
that discusses a controversial topic like
immigration could ruin SGA’s reputation and open doors for others to ask
SGA for sponsorship.
“It’s one of the most controversial issues on a national scale,” Jones said. “If

we agree to co-sponsor one thing that
is a very hot and controversial issue,
then we can’t turn our head to opposition if someone else wants to put on an
event.”
Because the resolution passed, SGA
will now be listed as a co-sponsor for
the Hispanic Heritage Festival. However, SGA will not fund the event.
The Hispanic Heritage Festival is also
sponsored by Hilltopper Organization
of Latin American Students, or HOLAS.
The festival will take place on Thursday from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in Centennial
Mall.
SGA will also be listed as a co-sponsor for the “I Am Kentuckian” event
that will feature Jose Antonio Vargas,
a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist,
filmmaker and immigration rights
advocate, according to the resolu-

tion.
The event will be on Tuesday, Oct. 27
in Gary Ransdell Hall and will focus on
issues related to the U.S. immigration
system.
The “Dub the Pub” competition is
coming to an end on Friday, Richey
said during his report.
During his report, Jones said maps
for bus routes should be placed more
accessibly around campus to minimize confusion among students.
There was also talk about the possibility of students taking undergraduate
and graduate courses simultaneously.
This could give students the ability to
work towards a master’s degree while
pursuing an undergraduate degree.
The Graduate Council will discuss this
issue on Dec. 12.

students, Captain Dominic Ossello
is confident that in an active shooter
situation, these would not be much of
an issue.
“When you have an active shooter,
you're getting multiple calls in regard
to that issue,” Ossello said. “A lot of information would come in very quickly,
so we would be able to paint a pretty
clear picture of the situation.”
In addition to utilizing the WKU alert
system, all campus police officers are
trained and certified in force-on-force
resistance, otherwise known as active

shooter drills.
While the police are fully prepared to
handle any threat on campus, an active shooter is one situation that has
yet to be an issue here on campus.
“We hope to never need it, that it’s
never an issue here on campus. However, in today’s climate with things
that are going on nationwide, it’s
something that we at least need to address that there is a fear of,” Ossello
said.
Ossello said despite this situation
having never occurred on campus, he

believes students should still be prepared to handle an active shooter situation.
If gunshots are heard, the best thing
students can do is secure themselves
wherever they are, lock the door and
stay away from windows until the
threat has been contained.
“In the threat of an active shooter,
you feel very confident that something
is occurring right now because … this
information goes out very quickly so
that students are able to lock down
wherever they may be,” he said.

said.
Ira said the material itself is also
fairly inexpensive and easy to design.
The stone for the additions has already been cut at Evans Limestone
Company in Bedford, Indiana, for the
Gatton Academy building because
the quarry will be shut down and
flooded for the winter to protect uncut stone.
Steel erection on the building expansion is expected to begin by the beginning of next week.
Brigid Walters, a Gatton Academy senior from Munfordville, said the building expansion comes with some downfalls for students in the school.
“The old building was really nice,”
Walters said.
Walters said she is happy the expansion is happening but also realizes challenges will come with the
change.
Walters believes the increase in students will bring about an increase in
staff and will change the previous dynamic of the student body.
“It’s going to be hard to keep the Gatton community the same,” Walters
said.
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Health Services
(270) 745-CARE [2273]
Graves Gilbert Clinic
1681 Normal Drive
Bowling Green, KY 42101
Big Red Card Accepted
Mon - Thurs: 7:30 AM to 7:00 PM
Fri & Sat: 8:00 AM to Noon

For more information, please visit
www.gravesgilbert.com/ggcwkuhealthservices
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@GravesGilbert
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BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The African American Museum of Bowling Green recently
found its new home on WKU’s
campus.
John Hardin, history professor and chairman on the
board of directors at the African American Museum, said
the AAMBGA is an independent, nonprofit organization.
The museum provides WKU
students and the community

with a connection to Bowling
Green’s African-American history.
The museum is not yet officially opened to the community, but it’s in the process of
opening full time.
Hardin said an executive director will be chosen to manage everyday activities, and
the search for someone to fill
this position is ongoing.
Vice President for Student Affairs Howard Bailey said that
for now, the museum will only
open for special occasions.

Museum committee members are taking turns working
at the museum to open it for
the public.
Furthermore, to expand its
hours of operation, the museum needs additional funding.
President Gary Ransdell
delegated office space in the
Erskine House to the City of
Bowling Green for the museum.
However, WKU didn’t purchase the museum. Free space
in the Erskine House made it a

good fit for use by the African
American Museum, Ransdell
said.
The museum was originally
located at 301 State St.
Bailey said the Bowling Green
city government gave the museum about $125,000 to establish an African-American history museum for the city.
“Dr. Ransdell was very helpful, and he agreed to do a longterm free lease of the Erskine
House at the edge of campus,”
Bailey said.
The Erskine House has been

the location of several different offices in the past.
Bailey said he supports the
decision of having an AfricanAmerican museum on campus, calling it a “win-win.”
Ransdell said he believes the
museum is important to the
Bowling Green community as
well as WKU.
“I made the decision to allow
the community to access [the
museum] for a dollar-a-year
lease because we didn’t have
a mortgage on that house,”
Ransdell said.

Andrea Anderson replaces Huda Melky as Title IX Coordinator
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
After Huda Melky’s retirement in June 2015, Andrea
Anderson was named as her
replacement.
Melky was the former Title
IX coordinator, as well as
the director of the Effective
Employment Office and the
Affirmative Action University ADA Services. She served
WKU for 36 years.
A WKU alumnus, Anderson
started on Aug. 3. As well as
serving as the Title IX coordinator, she serves as the Assistant General Counsel. Her
qualifications include practicing law for nine years.
Joshua Hayes, the new director of the Office of Equal Opportunity and a Title IX deputy
and investigator, said he was
excited about Anderson becoming the coordinator.
“We actually went to high
school together, but I didn’t
realize it was her until the
interview when I saw her, because we hadn’t spoken since
then, but she was always
very professional, always a
go-getter and meticulous,”
he said. “I was ecstatic when
she was offered and accepted
the job.”
He added he believes Ander-

son is a great fit for the job.
“To be a Title IX Coordinator, you have to care about this
topic, because it can be very,
very stressful, but you have
to nurture our students, care
about our employees and care
about the campus,” he said.
“And she exudes all of those.”
Hayes said Melky did a great
job while she was coordinator,
and he’s looking forward to
Anderson building on that.
“I had an amazing relationship with Huda, we worked together for over ten years, and
she pretty much established
Title IX here, and allowed us
to grow and prosper,” he said.
“And then to bring in Andrea,
who’s going to bring us to new
heights, I can’t put into words
how appreciative I am.”
Anderson said she was
named the Assistant General
Counsel as well due to recent
changes.
“Before I was hired, a decision was made to further
centralize the role of Title IX
coordinator and bring those
job responsibilities under the
purview of the General Counsel’s office so that one individual could coordinate efforts to
comply with our responsibilities under Title IX,” she said.
She said things have been
going smoothly so far.

Assistant General Counsel Andrea Anderson is WKU's new Title IX Coordinator, replacing previous
Title IX Coordinator Huda Melky. Anderson said she enjoys being able to help people in her new
position. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
“Joshua Hayes and Michael
Crowe are exceptionally good
at their jobs, and I am pleased
with the competency and
timeliness with which we are
responding to complaints and
addressing concerns,” she
said.
Richard Miller, vice provost

WKU students plan
diversity, leadership
events for fall 2016
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

Two new diversity events are in the
works for next fall.
The Southwestern Black Student
Leadership Conference and the Black
Leadership and Academic Conference are African-American student
ran organizations.
WKU has been sending students to
the SBSLC conference for years. Around
600-700 students around the world attend each year. Universities from all
over the nation participate in SBSLC.
WKU students will have the chance
to travel to Texas A&M University on
Jan. 21-24, 2016 for SBSLC.
The trip costs $275 which includes
travel, housing and food.
Nashville senior Asia Larkin said SBSLC helps African-Americans in various ways.
“SBSLC helps African-American
students grow academic leadership,
professional leadership and just personal growth,” Larkin said.
Larkin is not new to the leadership
conferences.
“When I went to SBSLC — I was very
shy,” Larkin said. “You find things that
are personal for you but also that are on
a greater scale to help you as an adult.”
Larkin said any student can attend.
“Whenever I went I was a sophomore,” Larkin said. “I didn’t have
those professional skills or skills many
adults have. It’s not just suit and tie.
It’s also to have fun and get to know
each other.”
Another group of student volunteers are planning a committee called
the Black Leadership and Academic
Conference or b.l.a.c.
This would be the first AfricanAmerican Leadership conference organization on WKU’s campus.
To attend SBSLC and or join b.l.a.c.
students must have a 2.25 GPA or
higher, a completed application by a
deadline and be a full-time student.
“b.l.a.c. was originally URSOC on
campus. It didn’t really go off to a hit,”
Larkin said. “We didn’t have a lot of
preparation.”
Josclynn Brandon, coordinator for
the department of Student Activities

and organizations and staff advisor
for b.l.a.c., said students wanted to
make a similar version of SBSLC and
created b.l.a.c.
“A group of students and along with
our Vice President of Student Affairs, Mr.
Howard Bailey, they decided that they
thought it would be great to bring that
concept here to WKU,”Brandon said.
Brandon said she hopes to host the
first conference at WKU next fall.
Brandon said minority students can
benefit from either conference.
“It’s really a time to be around other
minority students to learn and grow
as a student, professional and personally,” Brandon said.
Brandon said these conferences can
give minority black students the extra
push they need.
“It’s great to be in an environment with
people that look like you — especially
coming from a PWI [Predominantly
White Institution],” Brandon said.
Bowling Green senior Krystal Onyekwuluje also shared her experiences.
“When I went to this conference, I really gained a greater sense of self worth,”
said “I was able to focus on what my
strengths are and maximize that.”
Onyekwuluje stressed the importance of bringing a new conference to
WKU.
“I think it’s important to bring a black
student ran organization to Western
Kentucky because we never had something like this before,” Onyekwuluje
said. “Our black students don’t have a
place on campus to call home.”
Bailey said b.l.a.c. was definitely
needed.
“We think that we can have a program now similar to that,” Bailey
said. “We couldn’t do so until we had
the renovation of the student union
[Downing Student Union] complete
because there weren’t very many
meeting rooms in Downing previously.”
These groups will get the ball rolling in the spring semester to ensure
SBSLC and b.l.a.c. will be ready for the
fall 2016 semester, Brandon said.
“Leadership and professional development is so important in college and
out there in the real world,” Brandon
said.

and chief diversity officer, said
his experience working with
Anderson thus far has been
positive.
“She’s done a really good job
so far. I’m sure she’s eminently
qualified,” he said. “She’s certainly adept at understanding and in her knowledge of

Title IX regulations and procedures.”
He added he hopes to continue this positive trend.
“She’s very, very pleasant,
supportive and extremely
knowledgable,” he said. “I look
forward to working more with
her in the future.”

WKUHERALD.COM
CARTOON

OPINION

OCTOBER 15, 2015 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
Have an opinion? Tweet us
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your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

Make these
crafts for
Halloween
BY MOLLIE MOORE
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

It’s time to get into the Halloween
spirit, and crafting is the perfect way
to do it. Not only does it help get you
excited for the holiday, but spending
time making adorable crafts is also
a good way to take your mind off the
stress of homework and tests. Here are
some ideas to get your creative juices
flowing:

Ghostly garland: With just white tis1make
sue paper and some twine, you can
a cute and scary Halloween dec-

oration. The little ghosts will be so cute
just hangin’ around that you won’t
ever want to take them down, and you
don’t have to. I’ve got ghost decorations on my walls all year round.
gourd friends: Those mini
2atTiny
pumpkins and gourds you can find
the grocery store will become your

pals once you slap on some googly
eyes and paint on a mouth. If you
want to add some extra spookiness,
you can make vampire friends by cutting out a rectangle and slipping in a
pair of plastic vampire fangs.

wall-hanging: This doubles
3andSkeleton
as a great Halloween decoration
anatomy lesson. With a packet of

yaks from

the hill
“It’s called fall because everything
is falling… leaves, temperature,
band account, gap, motivation”—
Oct. 14 8:09 a.m.

“couture cargo shorts” — Oct. 14
10:24 a.m.
“*70 degree weather* March:
“OMG crop tops, shorts, and sandal season!” October: Everyone’s
breaking out the fur vests, toboggans, and snow boots” — Oct. 14
10:32 a.m.

“Go check out the acoustic version
of “She Will Be Loved” by Maroon 5.
It’s a very nice rendition.” — Oct. 14
11:54 a.m.
“when you feel like you’re ahead
in college but then you realize it’s
probably because you’re forgetting
something” — Oct. 14 12:07 p.m.

“How do I get my mustache to grow
in the middle I just want it to connect” — Oct. 14 12:52 p.m.

“Prevent strawberry seeds from
getting stuck in-between your
teeth by simply removing every
second tooth.” — Oct. 14 11:22
a.m.

“Relationship status: just tried to
reach for my dog’s paw and he
pulled it away so I pretended I was
reaching for the remote.” — Oct. 14
12:49 p.m.

“We need a pulley system that will
transport us up the hill. Like a zip
line that wracks both ways.” — Oct.
14 9:09 a.m.

“When I die I want my body ti be
catapulted into the nearest country club.”— Oct. 14 11:21 a.m.

“*goes out of way to step on crunchy
leaves*” #WKU — Oct. 14 9:08 a.m.

“When you get called “son” by the
taco lady”— Oct. 14 10:07 a.m.
“Randell must be saving up for a
ew statue of himself! I just paid a
$1.19 for 4 scantrons!” — Oct. 14
10:14 a.m.

“I have a portable washing machine and it scares the frat guys at
the end of my hall for some reason”— Oct. 14 11:41 a.m.

white card stock and a skeletal system
tip sheet, cut out each bone to construct an example of the inner workings of the human body. Don’t worry
too much about getting it perfect; not
every bone is necessary.

Batmobile: Not like Batman’s; he’s
4powers.
lame and doesn’t even have superYour batmobile will be much
more cool and made with coat hangers, black yarn and cutouts of bats on
black paper. Hanging it in an open
doorway or over your desk will provide festive head tickles.

Fake-o’-lanterns: It’s okay to be
5pumpkin,
too cheap and lazy to carve a real
but that isn’t any excuse to

skip out completely on Halloween fun.
Grab some paper bags, cut eyes and
mouths in them and place tealights or
fake candles inside to create the spirit
of classic jack-o’-lanterns for a fraction of the price.
photos: Go thrifting, and
6tosHaunted
find some random old family photo spruce up and give your house

an eerie feel. Give them red eyes or
fangs. Find some holographic eyes
that follow you as you walk past. Be
wild; make them freaky enough to
scare you when you walk to the bathroom in the middle of the night.

“I keep having reoccurring dreams
of a man that looks like a lizard
watching me while I sleep”— Oct.
14 11:44 a.m.

CHECKING UP

Breast Cancer Awareness Month helps save lives
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

Being a survivor
means you’ve fought
and emerged alive.
The National Breast
Cancer
Foundation estimates that
180,000 women this
year will be survivors
of the second leadMorgan ing cause of death
Profumo among women.
During
October,
our nation fights
CHECKING
exceptionally hard
UP: Conscious to make all women
choices for
aware that taking
healthy living steps to detect breast
cancer is imperative
to their health. National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month is

set in place to ensure all women have
the knowledge necessary to detect
breast cancer early.
Breast cancer, according to the National Breast Cancer Foundation, is a
disease in which malignant, or infectious, cancer cells form a mass of cells
called a tumor in the breast tissue. If the
mass of cells is detected early enough,
it can be treated more effectively, and
this can save the patient’s life.
Statistics show that one in eight
women in the U.S. will be diagnosed
with breast cancer; this is approximately 220,000 women per year. Of
these cases, more than 40,000 end in
death.
Although instances are rarer, men are
also at risk for developing breast cancer. The National Breast Cancer Foundation states that each year there will
be approximately 2,150 cases of breast
cancer in men, and an estimated 410

will lead to death.
The severity and prevalence of this
disease are enough to scare anyone.
You may want to examine yourself
occasionally for symptoms of breast
cancer. The American Cancer Society
advises that you should look for common symptoms such as a lump in your
breast, swelling around your breast
or armpit, skin thickening or redness,
itching around the breast and pain.
A few risk factors can increase the
probability of developing breast cancer. According to the American Cancer Society, the only cause that is fully
understood is the role of genetics. If
you are genetically predisposed, the
chance of obtaining breast cancer relies on whether or not you inherit the
gene mutation. If you know you are a
carrier of the mutated gene, you can
take preventative steps like surgery
that minimizes the risk of develop-

ment. The other way to prevent breast
cancer is to self-examine and attempt
to catch the cancer early enough to undergo treatment and obtain successful
results.
On campus, organizations are raising
their voices to make students aware of
breast cancer, its causes and early detection benefits. TopperWell, a peerhealth organization, created a human
ribbon on Wednesday that showed its
support for breast-cancer awareness.
Megan Johnson, a peer-health educator for TopperWell, said the human ribbon was important because it created
awareness of breast cancer on campus.
Being aware of the symptoms and
causes of breast cancer may help people detect breast cancer early enough
to cure it. This can help decrease the
number of lives that are taken by cancer and increase the number of survivors.

Wkuherald.com WKu's no. 1 source for campus news
Kenzie Grubbs
Ad Manager

VOICE YOUR OPINION

CONTACT US

Opinion 270.745.4874 ||herald.opinion@wku.edu

Hayley Renneker

The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone
number, home town and classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.

Advertising: 270.745.2653
herald.advertising@wku.edu
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
herald.news@wku.edu
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

Kae Holloway*
Editor-in-chief

Nicole Ares*
Features Editor

Brandon Carter*
Digital Editor

Madi Martin*

Lashana Harney*
News Editor

Andrew Henderson*
Emily Lindeau
Assistant News Editor
Ad Creative Director
Katherine Sproles*
Jason Thompson
Design Editor/
Advertising adviser
Assistant Digital

Mollie Moore*
Opinion Editor
Jonah Phillips*
Sports Editor
Alyssa Pointer*
Photo Editor
Tyler Essary*
Multimedia Editor

Assistant Features Editor Marketing Director

Callie Compton*
Copy Desk Chief

Carrie Pratt
Herald adviser

Mike Clark*
Assist. Photo Editor

Chuck Clark

Charley Nold*
Assist. Design Editor

Publications

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
herald.editor@wku.edu

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky
University's employees or of its administration.

Director of Student
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The first
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.

WKUHERALD.COM

THE FUN PAGE
OCTOBER 15, 2015

A5

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Advertising Manager: Miranda Lear

advertising@wkuherald.com

FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great
Escape Records & Comics. 2945 Scottsville Rd (near
Greenwood Mall) (270)782-8092

HELP WANTED
Attention Health Majors:
Yoga Instructor Needed. Weekly classes preferred.
Call David Nuckols at GT Fitness
dnuckgt@gmail.com
270-791-3154

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUDOKU

Across
1 *Subject of a San
Francisco museum
9 Speculate
15 Intimate meeting
16 Reluctant
17 Five-pointed, say
18 Coordinated health
program
19 Ticked-off state
20 Honorary law deg.
21 Debussy
contemporary
22 December purchase
for many
24 Singer Lenya
married to Kurt Weill
26 Stood the test of
time
29 Damage
30 “¿Cómo __?”
33 Egyptian city on
the Nile
34 Clever
35 Laugh syllable
36 Deflategate letters
37 *Unpretentious
40 1970 Jackson 5
chart topper
41 __ Andreas Fault
42 Works in un museo
43 M16, for one
45 Sharpen
47 Half a Western
couple
48 Less than broadcast
49 Polite title
51 Fermented
beverage usually
served warm
52 Take five
54 N.L. East team
55 Nutritional stat
58 Steal, Westernstyle

60 Random way to
decide
63 Bay windows
64 Arrived at,
Western-style
65 Rite-related
66 Office building
feature, which can
precede the ends of
the answers to starred
clues

38 “Good Morning
America” co-anchor
Spencer
39 Composer Satie
44 Sluggishness
46 Parade time
48 Silver __,
compound used in
film
50 Perry’s secretary
51 Bar patron’s option
52 J.B. Holmes and
Down
Bubba Watson, e.g.
1 Right triangle ratio: 53 Atmosphere
Abbr.
54 Part of a plot
2 Naysayer
56 “Stop it!”
3 Really hard test
57 About
4 Lynn with the album 59 Immigrant’s subj.
“I Remember Patsy”
61 Ariz. neighbor
5 Phot. lab request
62 Campus org.
6 Ready to strike
7 Bracelet site
8 Sax, e.g.
9 Simple card game
10 Out in the open
11 Prove false
12 *Torque-providing
component
13 Salinger title
13-year-old
14 Rod attachment
23 Clinton’s attorney
general
PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
24 Shop class fixture
25 Longtime Hydrox
competitor
26 Run out
27 Syrian leader
28 *Big band genre
29 Dank
31 Set aside
32 Moved like a
pendulum
34 Data storage
medium
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Bonner Leader
Program
to undergo
restructuring
BY MADISON MARTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

A group of 11 students are working
tirelessly to aid Bowling Green area
partners. They are the Bonner Leaders
and Volunteers, students who engage
in meaningful service while receiving
financial assistance.
However, after less than five years on
the Hill, the Bonner Leader program is
now set to undergo changes.
“We basically want to build a program that allows for a little more flexibility, and also for students to have as
well-rounded of a college experience
as they want to have while still being
able to serve,”Leah Ashwill, the direc-

We basically want to build
a program that allows for a
little more flexibility.”
Director of the ALIVE Center for Community Partnerships, Leah Ashwill

STEP ON A

CRACK

Children's Play to highlight student-led theatre

BY SYDNEY RAE DAVIS
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
WKU
students
are
volunteering to perform in
an all-ages play aimed at
teaching children a valuable
lesson.
From Oct. 16 to Oct.
18, the WKU Children’s
Theatre,
through
the
department of theatre and
dance will perform Suzan
Zeder’s “Step on a Crack” in
Gordon Wilson Hall’s Lab
Theatre. The play is acted
and directed completely by
students.
“The show really focuses on
how difficult it can be to go
through changes in your life
— especially at a young age

— and how Ellie [the main
character] copes with that
through her imagination,”
director Chandler Smith, a
senior from Paducah, said.
The performance is a
part of the WKU Children’s
Theatre series, which is
also set to perform “The
Emperor’s New Clothes” and
“Milo’s Intergalactic Circus”
later this year.
Smith expressed that she is
passionate about children’s
theatre, and “Step on a
Crack” is not your average
children’s theatre piece.
This performance will tell
the story of a 10-year-old
girl named Ellie who lived a
charmed life with her father
until she returned home

from camp to an unwelcome
surprise: a stepmother.
Kayleigh
La
Grutta,
a
sophomore
from
Livermore, California, plays
Ellie’s stepmother Lucille.
She said one of the main
reasons Ellie has trouble
dealing with her new
stepmother is because she
has never interacted with a
motherly figure.
“I think [the play’s]
really cool because a lot of
children’s plays are filled
with random fluff, but this
is a real issue that some
kids are probably going
through,” La Grutta said.
Assistant stage manager
Josiah Howlett, a sophomore
from
Lexington,
said

although “Step on a Crack” is
considered a children’s show,
the theme and the humor of
the play is relatable at any age.
“I think the show is going
to be really fun for kids to
watch, but I think that we as
college students can learn
from it as well,” Howlett
said. “Sometimes we just
have to give each other a
break when we're learning
new things.”
Smith said the play not
only tells a meaningful story
but also offers a whimsical
element displayed through
imaginary characters.
Inside Ellie’s head is the
“Voice,” who fuels Ellie’s
negative thoughts about

SEE THEATRE PAGE A7

Director Chandler Smith, a senior from Paducah, instructs actors during a rehearsal for the WKU Children’s Theatre production of
Suzan Zeder’s "Step on a Crack" on Monday in Gordon Wilson Hall. Show times for "Step on a Crack" are 4 p.m. Friday and 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday. It will be presented in the Lab Theatre in Gordon Wilson Hall. GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD

tor of the ALIVE Center for Community Partnerships, said.
WKU is one of 39 campuses utilizing
the Bonner Leader program in their
community. Leaders currently dedicate 280 hours per year toward service
work, training and enrichment, while
Volunteers clock in 100.
With the restructured program, the
number of service hours required
will be decreased, and the amount of
university financial assistance will be
proportional to reflect this change.How
these changes will affect current Bonner Leaders has yet to be finalized.
Additionally, the program will offer the
scholars the ability to earn course credit
from their service work. Program leaders have not decided whether this will
be mandatory or strongly encouraged.
“The idea is that we want students
applying what they’re learning in
the classroom in real-world settings;
we want them solving public problems through the application of their
coursework,” Ashwill said.
Despite these alterations, the ideals behind the Bonner Leader Program will remain the same even if
the name of the program does not,
according to Ashwill.
“We look for students who have been
in leadership positions before, who
have volunteered before,” said Aurelia
Spaulding, Bonner program manager
and communications and marketing
coordinator at the ALIVE Center for
Community Partnerships.
The idea is to bring in students who
qualify for Federal Work-Study and have
demonstrated a commitment to service
throughout their high school years.
Becca
Haynes,
a
Jamestown
sophomore and Bonner Leader,

SEE BONNER PAGE A7
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Greek organizations being recognized on the Hill
BY KALEE CHISM &
SHELBY BRUCE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Over the next several weeks,
on #TBT (Throwback Thursday), the Herald will take a
look at the history surrounding WKU.
More than 50 years ago,
WKU began to recognize fraternities and sororities as organizations on campus. Since
then, Greek chapters have
permeated the Hill and continue to be a prominent part
of campus life.
Greek life on the Hill began
in 1965, when the Board of
Regents started working with
local fraternities and sororities
to make them nationally recognized organizations. These
chapters strived to provide
abundant opportunities for
students to become involved
in the community, according
to Director of Student Activities and Organizations Charley Pride.
Coordinator of Greek Affairs
Alexandra Kennedy said the
original intent of fraternity
and sorority chapters was to
provide an outlet for students
to discuss the issues of the day.
That is why Greek chapters are
considered social organiza-

tions.
“We originally served as the
only place students could
have intellectual conversations about society because
college academics did not focus on those areas outside of
math and sciences,” Kennedy
explained.
These organizations aim to
offer students a sense of belonging and a place of involvement outside of the classroom.
“I can tell you this much:
I joined a sorority because I
wanted to be part of something bigger than myself,
something that would challenge me and help me make
friends along the way,” Kennedy said.
According to Scott Taylor,
assistant to the vice president of Student Affairs, many
campus leaders are alumni of
Greek organizations. These
include President Gary Ransdell, who is a Sigma Alpha Epsilon alumnus.
While there are currently 19
fraternities and 15 sorority
chapters on the Hill, originally
there were 11 fraternities and
seven sororities.
Some of the chapters founded in 1965 are still organizations at WKU while others,

Penny Walker and Stacy Foster fight off the Alpha Zeta Deltas in the egg smash event at the Sigma
Chi Derby. Walker and Foster won the contest. PHOTO CIRCA 1972/TALISMAN ARCHIVE
such as Delta Tau Delta, left
campus because of declining
chapter operations.
Taylor said chapters leave
when they deviate from their
purposes.
“They violate policy, or their
numbers get so low that they
cannot sustain themselves,”
he said. “Right now, things are

looking pretty good.”
Pride believes that despite
the chapters who have left, the
current chapters are becoming better and larger in size,
and this trend will continue in
the upcoming years.
“You hear the talk of cost,
apathy of members, neighbor
relations and classism,” Pride

said. “There is more liability
placed on being in Greek organizations than in the ‘60s
through ‘80s.”
There are currently over
2,400 students involved in
Greek life at WKU, and they
comprise roughly 20 percent

SEE HISTORY OF PAGE A7
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Students live together, collaborate to solve community issues
Nestled on Chestnut St. is a
home where WKU students
collaborate to find a solution to
one question — “With this $100
bill, what can I do to enhance
quality of life for others?”
WKU’s $100 Solution™
House is home to five undergraduates and one graduate assistant who work with
partners on and off campus
to solve a community-determined need. This is all set to
be done without exceeding a
$100 budget.
“The point of it is to provide undergraduate students
a unique opportunity to live,
learn and serve in an interdisciplinary, diverse environment while providing a
means to positively impact

their community,” Lauren
Cunningham, community engagement coordinator for the
WKU ALIVE Center for Community Partnerships, said via
email.
The $100 Solution™ is a
nationally recognized servicelearning program that encourages global citizenship
through civic and community engagement. At WKU, the
program works in partnership
with the WKU ALIVE Center,
the Department of Housing and Residence Life and
the $100 Solution™ National
Board of Directors.
In 2005, Bernard Strenecky, a
scholar-in-residence at WKU,
introduced the university to
the program and it has since

FOOTBALL

Continued from Sports

North Texas (0-5, 0-2), on the other
hand, is going through some changes.
With the game on a short week,
North Texas fired Dan McCarney, its
head coach of four years, after it lost to
Portland State 66-7 this past Saturday.
Offensive coordinator Mike Canales has been named the interim head
coach for the remainder of the season.
This is his second stint as interim head
coach; he coached the final five games
in 2010 and notched a 2-3 record.
Even though North Texas is going
through struggles, the Hilltoppers are

SOCCER

Continued from Sports

were McMurtie’s second and Crist’s
fourth of the season.
Another player to keep an eye on
is senior Scarlet Montoya, who was

VOLLEYBALL

Continued from Sports

offensive domination.
“It’s going be another matchup
where we are probably going in playing for first place in the league. They
have one loss in the league, and they
will probably still only have that one
loss on Sunday,” said Hudson.
Sophomore outside hitter Alyssa
Cavanaugh has helped lead the Lady
Topper offensive attack all season. Cavanaugh leads the team with 250 kills
— nearly 25 percent of the team total

THEATRE

Continued from LIFE
her stepmother. Lana and Frisbee, on
the other hand, are Ellie’s imaginary
friends who help her escape the realities
of everyday life in a fun way.
“Step on a Crack” also offers
insight into the delicate nature of the
relationship between a stepchild and

HISTORY OF
Continued from LIFE

of the Bowling Green campus’ full-time
student population, according to Pride.
“Even though our traditional student

been responsible for dozens of
service projects.
“Service-Learning is engaging students in activities that
meet human and community
needs defined by the community together with structured
reflection intentionally designed to meet student learning outcomes,” Strenecky said
on the WKU program’s website.
Previous projects include
teaching English to Hispanic
parents preparing to take the
GED, helping refugee families
who have recently arrived in
the U.S. and building a shelving
unit for a local children's home.
Brian Kuster, director of
Housing and Residence Life,
is responsible for the perma-

nent home at WKU because
of his commitment of servicelearning and engagement of
students, according to Cunningham.
The program is aimed towards teaching students how
to handle issues with or without money. They teach that
many social problems can
be solved with only a small
amount or no money.
“Our students are empowering local organizations and
individuals to do the work
they do so well,” Cunningham
explained via email. “Servicelearning isn’t about sharing.
It’s about relationship building, working with others, and
with a mindset that everyone
in our community has value.”

Currently, there are just under 100 students working on
projects for the $100 Solution™ at WKU. The ALIVE
Center accepts project proposals each fall and spring
that can solve an issue for $100
or less.
Students do not receive a
prize for the completion of
projects, but the ALIVE Center hosts an “IMPACT EXPO”
at the end of each semester to
showcase the service-learning
projects completed at WKU.
To get involved in the program, a student can contact
Coordinator for Apartments
and LLCs Minnette Ellis at
Housing & Residence Life in
Southwest Hall.
-By WKU Herald Staff

quick not to underestimate the team.
"You really can’t overlook any team
in this conference because you never
know," senior linebacker Nick Newton
said. “Looking back at these last three
games, watching film, we’ve played
pretty good games.”
Newton stressed that there is always
room to get better.
“There was areas for improvement
that we can go back and work on,”
Newton said.
The Hilltoppers will see a familiar
face in Denton, Texas, from junior
quarterback DaMarcus Smith, who
spent two seasons at WKU in 2012 and
2013. He will make the start for North

Texas.
Smith played five games in 2013 for
the Hilltoppers, and through three
games at North Texas, Smith is 6 for 18
for 105 yards and one touchdown.
Smith will face a Hilltopper defense
that is showing improvement. WKU
has given up point totals of 14, 10 and
28 in its last three games, and the team
currently leads the nation in turnover
margin at plus-12 this season.
WKU travels to Texas to face North
Texas Thursday with kickoff starting at
6:30 p.m.
After a big win last week over rival
Middle Tennessee, the Hilltoppers
know what they have to do to succeed.

"After a good win, I want our guys to
feel good about themselves," Brohm
said. "They played well. They played
hard. They prepared well. The thing we
have to realize is that after 24 hours, it’s
time to move on.”
It goes back to what Brohm said at
Media Day before the season began:
The Tops need to take the season one
game at a time.
“The reason we played well was because we did these things,” Brohm
said, “We worked extremely hard, we
prepared, we focused on the small
things, we found a way to get better,
and I think our guys have a good understanding about that."

awarded C-USA Offensive Player of the
Week at the end of last month.
“They’re another good team,” Neidell said of Florida International, “The
Conference USA is a fantastic league in
women’s soccer, and we just have another tough game in front of us.”

After their break from the road, the
Lady Toppers will be traveling one last
time in their regular season to Charlotte, North Carolina, to face off against
the Charlotte 49ers.
The 49ers fell to 5-9 on the season
and 1-4 in C-USA after a battle against

Rice last Sunday ended 2-1 in Rice’s
favor. WKU hosted Rice in its first CUSA game of the season and fell to it
3-1.
Charlotte will take on Old Dominion
before hosting the match against the
Lady Toppers at 1 p.m. on Sunday.

— and in kills per set with a 3.52 average, but she will have her work cut out
for her on Sunday.
The Mean Green live up to their name
on the offensive side of the ball. With a superstar of their own, senior outside hitter
Carnae Dillard, North Texas poses a major
threat to all opponents.
“They have the player of the year in
the league last year, preseason player of
the year this year,” Hudson said. “The
young lady is leading college volleyball
in kills this season. She’s the No. 1 point
scorer in all of college volleyball.”
For a frame of reference for Dillard’s

presence on the court, consider this:
Cavanaugh leads the Lady Tops in attempts this year with 570. Dillard, on
the other hand, has 1,112 attempts this
year already. Still, Cavanaugh is having
a solid year with a .277 hitting percentage that actually trumps Dillard’s .258.
“Five hundred and seventy swings
— that’s how many times we have set
[Cavanaugh]. Dillard already has 1,112
attempts this year. There is no doubt
where the ball is going,” said Hudson.
“It’s all a matter of just finding a way to
slow her down a little bit.”
Dillard leads North Texas in many

different ways, including defense. With
436 kills and 5.38 kills per set, she leads
the team in both categories while also
carrying 186 more kills on the season
than Cavanaugh. Along with having
a .258 hitting percentage, Dillard has
also been a major contributor defensively; she leads the team with 229 digs
and 2.83 digs per set.
The Lady Toppers will need to bring
their A-game on both sides: offensively
to take advantage of the sub-par defense of North Texas and defensively
to somehow keep Dillard from having
another record-breaking night.

stepparent, according to Howlett.
“Stepparents often have a reputation of
being evil and cruel to their new children,
but this show definitely debunks that
myth in a way that is fun and easy for kids
to understand,” she said.
The Friday performance begins at
4 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday’s
performances begin at 3 p.m. Tickets
cost $5 and can be bought at the door.

enrollment has remained fairly constant, the percentage of Greeks right
now in that target population is probably larger than it’s ever been,” Taylor
said. “The Greek system is really very
healthy right now.”

BONNER

Continued from LIFE
decided to apply to the original
program after being involved in
organizations like Relay For Life and
Operation Christmas Child. Last year,
she partnered with HOTEL INC, a
nonprofit organization that aids the
homeless population of Bowling Green.
“I did not notice how many people
were homeless. You think that it's
very minimal, like you barely see
any,” she said. “They can just look
like regular people.”
As part of their freshman year in
the program, Bonner Leaders are
able to learn about and volunteer
at different organizations in the
area. Ideally, they partner with one
during their four years in college.

“I would like for our Bonner Leaders to all graduate having felt like
they have impacted the community,” Spaulding said.
Haynes said working with HOTEL
INC ignited a passion for serving
the homeless.
“We meet tons of different people
— different races, different ethnicities, different ages,” Haynes said. “It
has definitely helped me with conversations with people.”
Students will also organize issuebased groups to target a specific
topic; this year’s focus is on wellness. Site-based groups provide
one-time or occasional assistance
to other community partners.
“Each person has a role in the
community, and we all have a part
to do,” Haynes said.

GMAT REVIEW COURSE
The Gordon Ford
College of Business is
AACSB accredited making your degree
worth more.

DATES: Starting on Wednesday, October 21st
TIME: 5:30 P.M.
PLACE: Grise Hall
COST: On-Campus Only $400!

PAY BY OCTOBER 14 & GET $25 OFF

MBA

AT WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

WKU.EDU/MBA

Opportunities to earn GMAT and Book Scholarships!
Contact for more details or visit wku.edu/mba

WKU MBA Choose Online, One-Year On Campus, or Professional
For more information email mba@wku.edu or call 270.745.5458

WKUHERALD.COM
FOOTBALL

OCTOBER 15, 2015 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

SPORTS

» Twitter: Follow the Hilltopper's clash
tonight at 6:30 p.m. against North Texas
on Twitter @WKUHeraldSports

SOCCER

Lady Tops
return
home after
road swing
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Junior wide receiver Taywan Taylor (2) dives into the end zone to score a touchdown during the Hilltoppers' 58-28 win
against Middle Tennessee State University on Saturday at Smith Stadium. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD

Eyes on
the prize

WKU careful not to overlook winless North Texas
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Six games into the college football
season, the WKU football team is
making historic strides.
Not only did the Hilltoppers (5-1,
3-0) receive more votes—five—than
they have ever received before in the
Associated Press Top 25 poll, but they
will also aim to clench bowl eligibility
for the fifth consecutive season and
for the fifth of seven years in the Football Bowl Subdivision era.
With a win this Thursday against
winless Conference USA opponent
North Texas, WKU would also become

the state's first bowl-eligible team.
"Our team has to understand that in
college football, there’s a lot of parity,"
Head Coach Jeff Brohm said. "Each
and every week, you have to show up
ready to play.”
Brohm stressed the need to get off
to a quick start like the Hilltoppers did
against Middle Tennessee.
“We definitely have to find a way to
be ready to go from the get-go, play
hard and continue to get better,”
Brohm said. “That’s what we try to do
as a team is to take it as a one-game
season, find a way to improve and win
the football game.”
A 6-1 start would be the Hilltoppers’

best start of the FBS era.
After suffering its only defeat of the
season on Sept. 19 against Indiana,
WKU has won its last three games
by scoring a combined 163 points
in games against Miami of Ohio and
conference opponents Rice and Middle Tennessee.
WKU has found consistent success
against conference opponents.
Currently, the Hilltoppers have won
six straight games against conference
opponents. This is the program's longest streak since it won nine straight
against Sun Belt opponents across
2011 and 2012.

The Lady Toppers will finally have a
well-deserved break from their long
hours on the road with their first home
match of October. The match will be
held this Friday at 6 p.m. against Florida International at the WKU Soccer
Complex.
However, this home stint won’t last
long as WKU will be back on the road
over the weekend for a clash with
Charlotte on Sunday.
WKU (6-4-4, 2-2-2 C-USA) has taken two extensive road trips during
the past two weekends. It traveled by
plane and car to Texas to face UTEP
and UTSA, to Tennessee to face Middle Tennessee and to Alabama to take
on UAB.
The results of its travels yield two
losses, a win and one draw, which
make the Lady Toppers look to gain
some momentum back on their home
turf.
“It’s been a tough four games on the
road for us,” Head Coach Jason Neidell
said. “We’re excited to be back at home
on Friday night.”
Along with a chance to play in front
of a home crowd, Neidell is also looking forward to his team getting some
rest while in Bowling Green.
“We’ve spent eight of the last 11 days
on the road. We’re going to give our
kids an extra day off this week from
soccer,” Neidell said. “Hopefully we’ll
find that they come back a little bit rejuvenated.”
Florida International (8-7, 4-2 CUSA) travels to Bowling Green after a
2-0 shut-out win over Louisiana Tech
this past Sunday. In the match against
La. Tech, both teams were scoreless
until the 50th minute. The Panthers
netted a second goal with less than 10
minutes to play to seal the win.
The Lady Toppers have already
played La. Tech this season with a 1-0
win. The match was WKU’s second
of the Conference USA schedule and
earned the team its first conference
win of 2015.
WKU will look to keep tabs on juniors Talia McMurtie and Ellen Crist,
the two players who netted goals
against Louisiana Tech. The goals
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VOLLEYBALL

WKU clashes with second place North Texas
BY MATTHEW STEWART
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
After yet another winning
weekend against high-level
opponents, the No. 22 WKU
volleyball team is at it again
this weekend on the road,
something players know all
too well.
Of the 21 games the Lady
Toppers (19-2) have played
this season, only eight have
been in Diddle Arena, where
they hold an intimidating 7-1
record. The trip this weekend will take the Lady Tops to
North Carolina to face Charlotte and then to Denton, Texas, to take on the Mean Green
of North Texas.
Coming off a strong weekend with two wins on the
home court, the Lady Tops are
feeling good.
“Charlotte and North Texas
statistically are two of the
poorer defensive teams in the
league, so hopefully we can go
in and be really good on the
offensive side of the ball,” said
Head Coach Travis Hudson.
With many player accolades,
milestones and awards coming to WKU recently, the team
seems to be hitting a stride. Junior defensive specialist Georgia O’Connell was named the
Conference USA Defensive
Player of the Week on Monday
after having a stellar performance this weekend.

Sophomore middle hitter Noelle Langenkamp (13) watches her spike cross over the net and past
UTSA's middle hitter Kylie Schott (15) during the Lady Toppers' 3-1 win Friday at Diddle Arena. LEANORA BENKATO/HERALD

O’Connell recorded her 1000th
career dig in the win against
UTEP. She finished the match
with 20 digs, which marked the
fifth time this year she has recorded 20 or more in a game.
Senior setter Jessica Lucas
was named the C-USA Setter of the Week for the second
time this season; this brings
her tally to four during her
time on the Hill.
Senior middle hitter No-

elle Langenkamp recorded a
major milestone of her own
— her 1,000th career kill —
on Sunday in the opening set
against Southern Mississippi.
“That’s something that
speaks to how hard she has
worked through her career
here. It has been fun to watch
her be productive at this level,” Hudson said.
Not only have there been a
lot of individual achievements

and stellar performances for
the Lady Toppers recently, but
they have also been climbing as
a team in the national rankings.
In week five, WKU was not in
the Top 25 of the AVCA Coaches Poll, but it was still receiving votes at No. 27. With a few
more key wins, it managed to
slip in the elite group of Top 25
at the No. 23 spot. On Monday,
the Lady Toppers saw their
stock rise; they now sit at No.

22 in the nation heading into
the weekend away from home.
“We have been able to keep
a few people in that rhythm
all season. It should be nice
to get all six of them there at
one time to see what we really
could be,” said Hudson.
With several players hitting
their groove and others continuing to be consistent and
ironing out the little things,
the Lady Toppers are only
looking to improve.
The first match of the weekend will be against Charlotte
on Friday at 5 p.m. Hudson
has talked to his team and
staff about getting the offense
more synchronized. If the
Lady Toppers can come out
hot offensively, they should
have a chance at walking away
from this weekend victorious.
“We met on it this morning
as a staff, and I still think we
can be a lot more sharp than
we are offensively,” said Hudson. “In terms of our offensive
system, I don’t think we are executing it great right now.”
The big game this weekend
is against the Mean Green.
Not only will it be a battle
for first place in C-USA, but
it will also be a battle at the
net. There might even be a
matchup of two star players
that overshadows the match
and takes a lot of attention to
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